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for a time. I followed this with a spell at King's
College, London, where I studied marine engineering
as I had the intention of joining the Navy. With this
end in view I entered for the examinations which were
held at the Royal Naval College, Greenwich. I
succeeded in passing the engineering examination, but
was turned down on some of the other subjects. I had
to dismiss the Navy from my mind, and instead got an
appointment as fifth engineer. My first trip was made
on the S.S. Jebba of the British and African Royal Mail
Company. I followed this by being fourth engineer
on a rather poor boat, the S.S. Cameron. We used to
call at the West African ports, where I was greatly
fascinated by the tropical scenery and native life. I
had imagined that I was immune from fever, but on
my fourth trip I went down with a nasty attack of
malaria which took some time to shake off.

On my recovery I joined the S.S. Inchanga of the
African Royal Mail Company, which used to call at
South African ports, including Cape Town and Durban.
It was at this time that I first began to study seriously
the question of flight. I have already mentioned how
my interest was first aroused by watching the albatross
in flight. If a bird could glide like this, I used to ask
myself, why should not man do likewise if he was
equipped with suitable apparatus. I built a wooden
model of an albatross, much to the amusement of
the crew, who used to jeer when the model refused to
fly. I made several models and, at first, had consider-
able difficulty in getting them to glide satisfactorily,
but succeeded eventually in making a number of
different types that would fly quite well. Some of
these models had their tails first (canard type) ; others
had their tails behind ; and there were others with
equal wing areas both fore and aft. I built mono-
planes, biplanes, triplanes, and even multiplanes.

When I was at home between voyages I used to